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Adugna: Eyewitness-1

While we were in our third year, a shocking announcement was made by the
government through the University’s administration. Some students were off campus
because of the short break. On that fateful day, the entire student body gathered in front of
the administrative building to fiercely oppose the military government’s attempt to forcibly
conscript students from our college. Fear and uncertainty hung over us as we assembled, and
when the military personnel sent to collect the selected student tried to address the crowd, his




speech was instantly drowned out by loud, defiant protests that shattered his bravado. I
particularly remember Aklilu Woldu, our senior in Animal Science, standing up to the
officers with remarkable boldness and volume. Later, when we joked that he could have been
killed, he simply replied, “I was ready to take any bullets fired at me if that’s what it took to
save my fellow students.”

At that critical moment, Azage Tegegn, then the Academic Dean of the college, stepped
forward and rose to the occasion with extraordinary leadership. He reassured the students,
saying, “This is an academic institution where students come to learn and develop the skills
they need to contribute positively to their country. You are here on a mission to pursue your
academic goals. No one will take that away from you. If necessary, I will resign. Now go,
continue your studies, and we will resolve this issue with the officials.”

And so, we turned back, stood our ground, and ultimately thwarted the military government’s
attempt to save our own Melaku (5. Azage played a central role in this outcome, and he
should be remembered for his courage and leadership at a moment when even his own life
was at risk.
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